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PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNISM
1/2

1. What is Communism?
Communism is the doctrine of the conditions of the
liberation of the proletariat.

2. What is the proletariat?

The proletariat is that class in society which lives
entirely from the sale of its labor-power and does
not draw profit from any kind of capital, whose weal
and woe, whose life and death, whose sole existence
depends on the demand for labor-power—hence, on the
changing state of business, on the vagaries of unbridled
competition. The proletariat, or the class of proletarians,
is, in a word, the working class under Capitalism.

3. Proletarians, then, have not always existed?

No. There have always been poor and working classes;
and the working class have mostly been poor. But there
have not always been workers and poor people living
under conditions as they are today; in other words, there
have not always been proletarians, any more than there
have always been free unbridled competitions.

4. How did the proletariat originate?
The Proletariat originated in the industrial revolution,
which took place in England in the last half of the 18"

puE ‘"oreNIS [BAI Y} JO SyuowINbaI o1y 0)
spuodsa1109 193U0[ OU YIIYM ISPIO [BIO0S B 0) A[9[0S
PAqQLIdSE 9q 0} U0 MOU WIOIJ I S[IAD 9Sd) [[B Jey] [

:KILIRO 1S9)BAIT AU YIIM 39S M
‘suoissaxdop orydonse)es 9say) pue AIds1u SIy) Ysijoqe
[TIM ‘321008 JO ULIOJ JUSIJJIP B UT ‘YOIYM 9SO} T8 SISTIO
pue Arostwr donpoid ‘K1a100s Aep-jussaid o ur ‘yorym
Ansnpur 31q jo sonienb A10a ayp jeyy sieadde snyy g
"WOPoy 03o1durIod Ul SaN[NoE]
pue somod siy [[e dojoadp pue 2s1010xo 0) uonisod
' Ul 9Q [[IM AJO100S JO IoquIdwl AI9A9 jey) paonpoid st
ONW 0S YOTYM UT JOPIO [e100S B AJI[IQISLa] JO oFuer o)
urgpm Surq ‘opqissod sayew 31 yomym uononpoid jo
uorsuedxa ssapyrwi oy} pue ‘Ansnput 3iq 1By :puodag
‘[1B JO Spaau 2y} Jo junodoe Sunye) pue uejd
uuiyep e 03 Surpioode Sunerddo A12100s djoym Ay £q
Ioypel Inq ‘sysipernsnpul [enpiarpur sunodwod Ajjeninux
Aq pajoaaip 1o3uo] ou st uononpod yorym ur A39100s Jo
uoneziueSIo mau A[QIuo ue AIeSsoodu  A[qeploAeun
sayew 1 jey) Jo ‘Ajiqissodwr 9injosqe ue st yorgm ‘dn
UAIS 2q Jrosy isnw Ansnpur Jiq jey) IO ‘90udH
£91S10931N0q Y} JO SUONOIS dFIe] FuIuInI Os[e INq AIdSIW
ojut suerreyd[oxd oy Surdunjd AJuo jou pue uoneZI[IAID JO
S[oyM QU) FUIUIILIIY) W) OB ‘SIBIA UOAIS AIOAD SOBYD
[e19ud3 JO 100 Ay} B A[UO paulejuIRW 9q Ued )1 ‘Furj00J
juasard sj1 uo surewar Ansnpur 81q se Suo[ os Jey]
$I0)1BYS [[IM PUE JSNUT JT YOTYM 10}10J
B 9W090q 9ARY UononpoId Jo uonezIuesIo o1sIenpPIAIPUI

aristocracy, the nobility, by abolishing the entailment
of estates; in other words, by making landed property
subject to purchase and sale, and by doing away with the
special privileges of the nobility. It destroyed the power
of the guildmasters by abolishing guilds and handicraft
privileges. In their place, it put competition; that is, a
state of society in which everyone has the right to enter
into any branch of industry, the only obstacle being a lack
of the necessary capital.

The introduction of free competition is thus public
declaration that, from now on, the members of society are
unequal only to the extent that their capitals are unequal,
that capital is the decisive power, and that therefore the
capitalists, the bourgeoisie, have become the first class
in society.

Free competition is necessary for the establishment of
big industry, because it is the only condition of society in
which big industry can make its way.

Having destroyed the social power of the nobility
and the guildmasters, the bourgeoisie also destroyed
their political power. Having raised itself to the actual
position of first class in society, it proclaims itself to be
also the dominant political class. This it does through the
introduction of the representative system which rests on
bourgeois equality before the law and the recognition of
free competition, and in European countries takes the
form of constitutional monarchy. In these constitutional
monarchies, only those who possess a certain capital are
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movement, i.e., the more or less communist movement.

10. In what way do proletarians differ from
manufacturing workers?

The manufacturing worker of the 16™ to 18" centuries
still had, with but few exceptions, an instrument of
production in his own possession: his loom, the family
spinning wheel, a little plot of land which he cultivated in
his spare time. The proletarian has none of these things.

The manufacturing worker almost always lives in the
countryside and in a more or less patriarchal relation to
his landlord or employer; the proletarian lives, for the
most part, in the city and his relation to his employer is
purely a cash relation.

The manufacturing worker is torn out of his patriarchal
relation by big industry, loses whatever property he still
has, and in this way becomes a proletarian.

11. What were the immediate consequences of the
industrial revolution and of the division of society
into bourgeoisie and proletariat?

First, the lower and lower prices of industrial products
brought about by machine labor totally destroyed, in all
countries of the world, the old system of manufacture or
industry based upon hand labor.

In this way, all semi-barbarian countries, which
had hitherto been more or less strangers to historical
development, and whose industry had been based on
manufacture, were violently forced out of their isolation.
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They bought the cheaper commodities of the English and
allowed their own manufacturing workers to be ruined.
Countries which had known no progress for thousands
of years—for example, India—were thoroughly
revolutionized, and even China is now on the way to a
revolution.

We have come to the point where a new machine
invented in England deprives millions of Chinese
workers of their livelihood within a year’s time.

In this way, big industry has brought all the people
of the Earth into contact with each other, has merged
all local markets into one world market, has spread
civilization and progress everywhere and has thus
ensured that whatever happens in capitalist countries will
have repercussions in all other countries.

It follows that if the workers in England or France now
liberate themselves, this must set off revolution in all
other countries—revolutions which, sooner or later, must
accomplish the liberation of their respective working
class.

Second, wherever big industries displaced manufacture,
the bourgeoisie developed wealth and power to the
utmost and made itself the first class of the country. The
result was that wherever this happened, the bourgeoisie
took political power into its own hands and displaced the
hitherto ruling classes, the aristocracy, the guildmasters,
and their representative, the absolute monarchy.

The bourgeoisie annihilated the power of the
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century, and which has since then been repeated in all the
capitalist countries of the world.

This industrial revolution was precipitated by the
discovery of the steam engine, various spinning
machines, the mechanical loom, and a whole series of
other mechanical devices. These machines, which were
very expensive and hence could be bought only by big
capitalists, altered the whole mode of production and
displaced the former workers, because the machines
turned out cheaper and better commodities than the
workers could produce with their inefficient spinning
wheels and handlooms. The machines delivered industry
wholly into the hands of the big capitalists and rendered
entirely worthless the meager property of the workers
(tools, looms, etc.). The result was that the capitalists
soon had everything in their hands and nothing remained
to the workers. This marked the introduction of the
factory system into the textile industry.

Once the impulse to the introduction of machinery and
the factory system had been given, this system spread
quickly to all other branches of industry, especially cloth-
and book-printing, pottery, and the metal industries.

Labor was more and more divided among the
individual workers so that the worker who previously
had done a complete piece of work now did only a part
of that piece. This division of labor made it possible
to produce things faster and cheaper. It reduced the
activity of the individual worker to simple, endlessly
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repeated mechanical motions which could be performed
not only as well but much better by a machine. In this
way, all these industries fell, one after another, under the
dominance of steam, machinery, and the factory system,
just as spinning and weaving had already done.

But at the same time, they also fell into the hands of big
capitalists, and their workers were deprived of whatever
independence remained to them. Gradually, not only
genuine manufacture, but also handicrafts came within
the province of the factory system as big capitalists
increasingly displaced the small master craftsmen by
setting up huge workshops, which saved many expenses
and permitted an elaborate division of labor.

This is how it has come about in capitalist countries at
the present time, nearly all kinds of labor are performed
in factories; and, in nearly all branches of work,
handicrafts and manufacture have been superseded. This
process has, to an ever-greater degree, ruined the old
middle class, especially the small handicraftsmen; it has
entirely transformed the condition of the workers; and
two new classes have been created which are gradually
swallowing up all the others. These are:

1. The class of big capitalists, who, in all capitalist
countries, are already in almost exclusive possession
of all the means of subsistence and of the instruments
(machines, factories) and materials necessary for the
production of the means of subsistence. This is the
bourgeois class, or the bourgeoisie.
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PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNISM
2/2

16. Will the peaceful abolition of private property
be possible?

It would be desirable if this could happen, and the
communists would certainly be the last to oppose it.
Communists know only too well that all conspiracies
are not only useless, but even harmful. They know all
too well that revolutions are not made intentionally and
arbitrarily, but that, everywhere and always, they have
been the necessary consequence of conditions which
were wholly independent of the will and direction of
individual parties and entire classes.

But they also see that the development of the proletariat
in nearly all capitalist countries has been violently
suppressed, and that in this way the opponents of
communism have been working toward a revolution with
all their strength. If the oppressed proletariat is finally
driven to revolution, then we communists will defend the
interests of the proletarians with deeds as we now defend
them with words.

17. Will it be possible for private property to be
abolished at one stroke?
No, no more than existing forces of production can at
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enjoyments produced by all, through the combination of
city and country—these are the main consequences of the
abolition of private property.

21. What will be the influence of communist
society on the family?

It will transform the relations between the sexes into
a purely private matter which concerns only the persons
involved and into which society has no occasion to
intervene. It can do this since it does away with private
property and educates children on a communal basis,
and in this way removes the two bases of traditional
marriage—the dependence rooted in private property, of
the women on the man, and of the children on the parents.

And here is the answer to the outcry of the highly
moral philistines against the “community of women”.
Community of women is a condition which belongs
entirely to bourgeois society and which today finds its
complete expression in prostitution. But prostitution
is based on private property and falls with it. Thus,
communist society, instead of introducing community of
women, in fact abolishes it.

22. What will be the attitude of communism to
existing nationalities?

The nationalities of the peoples associating themselves
in accordance with the principle of community will be
compelled to mingle with each other as a result of this
association and thereby to dissolve themselves, just as
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became quite different people when they were drawn into
big industry, in the same way, communal control over
production by society as a whole, and the resulting new
development, will both require an entirely different kind
of human material.

People will no longer be, as they are today, subordinated
to a single branch of production, bound to it, exploited by
it; they will no longer develop one of their faculties at the
expense of all others; they will no longer know only one
branch, or one branch of a single branch, of production
as a whole. Even industry as it is today is finding such
people less and less useful.

Industry controlled by society as a whole, and operated
according to a plan, presupposes well-rounded human
beings, their faculties developed in balanced fashion,
able to see the system of production in its entirety.

The form of the division of labor which makes one a
peasant, another a cobbler, a third a factory worker, a fourth
a stock-market operator, has already been undermined by
machinery and will completely disappear. Education will
enable young people to quickly familiarize themselves
with the whole system of production and to pass from one
branch of production to another in response to the needs
of society or their own inclinations. It will, therefore, free
them from the one-sided character which the present-
day division of labor impresses upon every individual.
Communist society will, in this way, make it possible
for its members to put their comprehensively developed

‘pA—satunod jsipeirdes padofaaap 3sow Yy ou “wsAs isiended [eqold
A1) JO SYUI[ ISAYBAM ) UT odII JSOW ST UONNJOAI UeLe)d[oId Jey) umoys
SB[ YOIYM ‘TUSIUTUST-WSIXIRIA ‘SISA[BUR ISIXIRIA UT UONN[OAD UB PASNEd ser|

[e100S 9[OYM O} MOIY) IOFUO] ou [[IM Yorym ‘ssorfod
MAU 0} SNNWIT}S A} PUE JO UOIPUOD A} dWI0IAQ [[IM ]
"woy) SUIAJSIIES JO SUBOUI AT} ‘OUIT) SUILS AU} JB ‘PUB SPIAU
MU 9)BAIO [[IM JI ‘[[B JO SPISU A} JO UOTIBISHES O}
aInsse 0} A19190s Jo sjudwdIInbar A1ejuawa]d oy} puokaq
[oral [[IM uononpoIdiono ‘Aresiuu Sunjeroudd Jo peojsu|
10Uy yonw papuedxad Suraq Jo pasu Ul pue JUSIIIFNSUT
2q uay [im ‘Arestwr Jo osned Surreadrd e ooudy pue
uononpoIdiono s A19100s Jo 19pIo juasard ay) 10F yoIyMm
‘uonjonpoid papuedxa o1 {SOSIID 2I0W OU dq [[IM I T,
"payst[oqe oq [[im Ansnput 5iq Jo
1ONPUOD A} YIIM POJRIDOSSE MOU OIB [IIYM S90Uanbasuoo
1A o) ‘re jo juepodwr jsowr ‘Kem siy) uy A)o100s
o[0yM O} JO SPAAU A} PUE SIOINOSAT JO ANIQE[TEAR O}
uo paseq ue[d B )M 90UBPIOIOE UI WAY) dTeURW [[IM
pue sjsijendes oyearrd jo spuey oy jo no ‘sjonpoid jo
uonNqIISIp pue d3ULYOXS A} SB [[OM SE ‘QOIWWOD JO
sueaw pue uononpoid Jo sedI0f [[e el [[IM A19100S
¢fiadoud areand jo soueseaddesip
@)jewiijn ay) jo saasuanbasuod ayy aq ||ImM 1eYM 02

‘a3uel [BSIOATUN
© 0ARY ‘A[SUIPIOOOE ‘[[IM PUB UONN[OAI [BSISATUN B ST ]
-9oed sy dn Surddeys Appeais oqiym ‘mou 03 dn pamorjoy
oAEY Aot} YOTYM JudwIdOTaAP JO 2SINOI YY) I)[e AJ[EOIpRI
[[IM pUe ‘PIOM 2} JO SILUNOD IAYI0 oY) uo joedur

faculties to full use. But, when this happens, classes will
necessarily disappear. It follows, society organized on a
communist basis is incompatible with the existence of
classes on the one hand, and that the very building of
such a society provides the means of abolishing class
differences on the other.

A result of this is that the difference between city and
country is destined to disappear. The management of
agriculture and industry by the same people rather than
by two different classes of people is, if only for purely
material reasons, a necessary condition of communist
association. The dispersal of the agricultural population
on the land, alongside the crowding of the industrial
population into the great cities, is a condition which
corresponds to an undeveloped state of both agriculture
and industry and can already be felt as an obstacle to
further development.

The general cooperation of all members of society
for the purpose of planned exploitation of the forces
of production, the expansion of production to the point
where it will satisfy the needs of all, the abolition of
a situation in which the needs of some are satisfied
at the expense of the needs of others, the complete
liquidation of classes and their conflicts, the rounded
development of the capacities of all members of society
through the elimination of the present division of labor,
through industrial education, through engaging in
varying activities, through the participation by all in the
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one stroke be multiplied to the extent necessary for the
creation of a communal society.

In all probability, the proletarian revolution will
transform existing society gradually and will be able
to abolish private property only when the means of
production are available in sufficient quantity.

18. What will be the course of this revolution?

Above all, it will establish a democratic constitution,
and through this, the direct or indirect dominance of the
proletariat. Direct in England, where the proletarians
are already a majority of the people. Indirect in France
and Germany, where the majority of the people consists
not only of proletarians, but also of small peasants and
petty bourgeoisie who are in the process of falling into
the proletariat, who are more and more dependent in all
their political interests on the proletariat, and who must,
therefore, soon adapt to the demands of the proletariat.
Perhaps this will cost a second struggle, but the outcome
can only be the victory of the proletariat.

Democracy would be wholly valueless to the proletariat
if it were not immediately used as a means for putting
through measures directed against private property and
ensuring the livelihood of the proletariat. The main
measures, emerging as the necessary result of existing
relations, are the following:?

2 The following measures are not an exhaustive list or a check-list to be
completed in order; the progression from Capitalism to Communism will
have unique features in each time and country.—FEd.
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1. Limitation of private property through progressive
taxation, heavy inheritance taxes, abolition of
inheritance through collateral lines (brothers,
nephews, etc.) forced loans, etc.

2. Gradual expropriation of landowners, industrialists,
railroad magnates and shipowners, partly through
competition by state industry, partly directly through
compensation in the form of bonds.

3. Confiscation of the possessions of all emigrants and
rebels against the majority of the people.

4. Organization of labor or employment of proletarians
on publicly owned land, in factories and workshops,
with competition among the workers being abolished
and with the factory owners, insofar as they still
exist, being obliged to pay the same high wages as
those paid by the state.

5. An equal obligation on all members of society to
work until such time as private property has been
completely abolished. Formation of industrial
armies, especially for agriculture.

6. Centralization of money and credit in the hands of
the state through a national bank with state capital,
and the suppression of all private banks and bankers.

7. Increase in the number of national factories,
workshops, railroads, ships; bringing new lands into
cultivation and improvement of land already under
cultivation—all in proportion to the growth of the
capital and labor force at the disposal of the nation.
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